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The Athenian Mercury: 


Saturday, October 10. 1691. 


Oucit. 1. Nether the Aalwers of the Oracles of conclude, that this Managetnent by Oracles was purely 

= ald, were given to their Supplicamts by the aflitance of the Devil, who was altogether 

by God. or by tome Evil Demon ? and filenc’d at our Saviour’s coming, who cou'd not always 
| 


whether in thole daves of Tenorance God might not be pleas'd tell Truth, but gueisd at what was moft probable ; 
ro reveal himlelf according to ther Simplicity, becaule 10 the who commonly equivocated ; who fometimes requir'd 
elt of their Wntagftanding and Educa:ion they Worfbipped with humane Sacrifices, fometiines a Common Proftitution of 
as much (af nor more ). Deverion as many of our Modern Chri- Maids and Matrons, who (in fhort ) acted 10 as is incon- 
jtians 2 fiftent with the Injun@ions of a Divine Being ; tor God 


Anjre. “Twas certainly the Information of the Devils, himfelf requires nothing from his Creatures as their Du- 
as Sacied Writ aflures us : The manner of delivering ty, but what 1s infinitely beft for ‘em, and moft agree- 
their Anfwers was fomtimes by Nighe Vifions, and fome- ing to their Intereft and Happinels. 
times by an Expre(s Voice. Of the firft fore, that of Am- Queft 2. Whether the word X72, which we Tran/late 
phiarus is remarkable ; atter the accuftomed Expiations, Created, in the far/t of Genelis, /iguifies to give Effence ta 
thole. who came to Contult with him laid themielves the Subject, e.g. Mattery or only Exiftence to fuch and (uci 
down upon the ground, upon the Skins of tuch Rame Modifications of i as iM all particular material Reings? I¢ 
as had been Sacrinced ; the tame Ceremonies were uted # frenify Both, whence and how? The Author of the Dur: 
by the Aizyoriens and Greeks in the Temples of sersprs 79 is very much Concerned to know, becaufe perbaps his Reli- 
and Elcuiznins --- of the latter fort, viz. an Exprets Voie gion depends upon t. | 
was pertormd-either by Whifpering our of certam Grots, Ane. We fhall endeavour to prove that by that 
or bv the Afvuths of the Statue’s, or by the Priejts and »s;- Word &'12 here Wied, 1S Dgnify d prim tpally and origi- 
bils, who being feiz’d by an Enthufiaftick Fury, pro- "dy --- to give Effence tothe Subjet, or the Creation of 
noune’d the Oracles with an impetuous Voice and wrett- fi7/t Matter out of pure nerhing: And that this is che Senfe 
ed Countenances. Or Laftly, by the Mouths of brure thereof in this place, --- Firft, By the Tejtimonies of thole 
Beajis ; thus the AEzyptians 5 if their Ox Apis receiv'd his ™ ho are moft Learned in the Hebrew Language. Second- 
Eodder cheartully, ‘twas a good Omen ; if not, the con-  /#, By comparing feveral following Words with it, that 
trary. The Tenadians obferve the fame Ceremony to- fignify the fame thing, and fome Tranflations with. the 
wards a Cow ; the Imbizes (a People of #thiopia toa Original. Thirdly, We fhall prove chat Wére there no 
Doz ; the Perfians toa Cock. But among{t all Oracles, 1c revelation, Reajon might teach usthe fame Truth ; 
that of fupiter Ammon inthe Countrey of Garamanres, at leatt thac fuppofing the Creation of Master out of xo. 
was the very fam'd, yet not lefs ridiculous than others, thing fhou d leem an Abjurdity, yet what mult be admit- 
being grounded On a finple Motion of the Body, as q. ted tf we don’t grant Ag is a much greater ; nay, that: 
bow of the Head, a Wink of the Eye, exec. Fupiter Ammon there is no manner of impoffibility in fuch a Creation. 
had another famous Temple in the City of Dedorz in Which if we perform, we hope the Gentléman will {till 
Epirus, where he took the Paias to pronounce his Ora- heep bis Religion. ; 
cles fometimes with his own Mouth, fometimes by ufing = Férft, Then, to prove that NN fignifies primarily and 
two Virgias, whereof one was called Perijtera ; which originally to give Efjence co the Subje#, or the Creation 
by the way fignifying a Deve, might give Occaficn to 0 the firft Master out of pure mot YIng, and that this is 
that Kable, which reports that inthe Temple of Fupiter here the genuine Sence of the Word. We fay this is its 
: ona there were Doves that fpoke, as well as Oaks, primary and original Signification, thereby granting that 
which bad a great Number of Brafs Kettles faftened to 1 has fometimes another, but then this other tis on y bor- 
their Bracches, and when the Winds blew hard, they rowed and Analogous, Thus RV is fometimes taken for 
made a great Noile, in the Sound whereof Oracles were the forming of any thing extraordinary, great, or excellent, 
Geliver’d. fupiser had another Temple at Delos, where made by God's own Hand, tho’ out of Praexi/tent Mat- 
the Alas was bunlt of Horns taken trom the righe fide of ter; tho’ this by Analogy to the other Sexe? of the Word. 
Surificd Anima! , neatly laid upon one another ; here Thus tt is faid, God Created great Whales, and God Gre- 
he gave his Anfwers in humane fbape, as he did in Licj2 ated Man, but that this is only in an Arilogical Senfe, 
under the Shape of 2 olf: Buc his Temple at Delphi was We prove from che very Text: The Whales Ged Created 
the moft fam’d place in all.the World for Oracles; fome- 0 of the Waters ——~ Let the Wuers bring forth abundant 
times he tpoke here through’the Throat of a Dragon, in ly every moving Creature that hath Lite, —‘and God Cre- 
which Form he was Worfh.pped ; fometimes by his Priejt- . ated Man out of the Du/f of the erownd --- but for Heaven 
eJ?s upon certain dayes, who deliver'd their Aniwers and Earth, or the firft digser, we fiod nothing out of 
‘ometimes in Prolt, and fometimes in Verfe. At Argos Which it was made, tho mede tt was by God's Word --. 
the Blood of a Lamb was to be drunk, and at Aigira who in the beginning Creniéd lefore any thing elfe 
the Blood of a Bull, e’re the Oratles wou’d Anfwer: Was made to make it outcf. Tiatit fignifies Primaril 
Amongft the Tovbanes the Priefts were clad in White, and Originally to give Ejjence to the Subje@, and that ‘tis 
and dcicended through the hele of a Cave, wherethey {0 to be taken in this place, we prove, 1. From the 
ofered Cakes to Sirs which inhabited it. There were efimonyofchole who have been moft Learned in the He.. 
many ridiculous Abfurdities, and what was given forth rew Language, and that not S.satigers, but Native Fens 
was fo dubious, that it might ufually bear two feveral and who bur fuch are proper Judges of the Sence of the 


fenfes ; {uch as chefe, Word? For Example ima parallel Caie --‘none ever 
Diiputes the Sence and Derivation of the Word Relizjo, 

Aig te AEacidem, Romanos vincere poff?. the Etymology of which Tully gives us, he being 4 Judge 
Ibis redibis nunquam per Bella peribis. in that Language : Nor ought we any more of the’ Ward 


NW, which che Rabiies affure us antwers thée*Notion 
Where a changing of the Point alters the Senfe, and we have fix'd thereon. Thus-Rabiy N schman in Hig Com- 
makes it either backward or forward. Juftas we have mentary on Gegelis, Non extat nobis in Lingnd Sank Vora- 
fome in our Age, who becaufe they can’t fee how our » bulum quo produttionem alicujus ex nibilo fieniftamus rift 
Saviour cou’d be in Hell and in Paradice at the fame SD. But Rab. David Kpmchi yer more filly ad tn- 
time, alter the Point in thefe Words —— Verily I fay un- exceptionably, Omnis Unterpreratio TRI [ Oréaionk } 
to thee this day, thou fhalz be with me in Paradice, inftead eft Inmodario ‘rei & egreffio ous a non effe a4 “off? thac 
ot Verily I fay unto thee, this day thou foalt be with me in is --- All the ta of the Word M83, which 


Paradice, fignities Creation, [ all the true and proper Jilérprefition 
Ia fhort, we have all the reafon in the World to bech of Now and Adverb, or perhaps the Madshis hence 


ufed in ‘any other Sence, 
the Vers may ] is the Beginning of any thing, of its es 

out of xot-bene into Being. Henoe the Hebrews diftin- 

gnitt. «ween thele three Words, FWY and “WS RD, 

cresvit, t mavit, it: The firftthey fey fignifies to make 

feretbi-s out of noting ; the fecond to give the. Form to 

a Creared Being ; the third to make, mould or fafbion 

che feveral Parts or Members, as ina Man, yc. Thus 

they inftance in J/siab —1 have Created him, Form'd 
him, Mate him: The firft of which R. Kimchi expounds, 

{1 have praduc’d from Non Effe to Ejje, trom Not-being 

to Being: The fecond made to Exit by the addxion 

of his Form: The third Difofed, Fafhion’d or Order'd 
him. 

Secondly, We prove that 8°VD fignifies the Creation of 
the firft Master, trom che Context or following Werds 
as well as feveral Tranflations. By the Context —- rot to 
inGft much on the Word Elobim, a Name ef God which 
fignifies his Strength and Pewer, and an Infinite Power 
it muft needs be which made the World — We lay, not 
much to infift hereon, we thal] produce fuch Teffimonies 
as are more evident — and the firft fhall be from thole 
Expreffions -- Heaven and Earth ~- And ule made out ot 
nothing, becaufe in rhe beginning, becaule before any thing 
elfe was made, and becaule out of shis all things were 
made, as is afterwards deforibed ; and that out of which 
a things were made is undoubtedly the firft Matter --- 
which 1s alfo plain by the Word PWS here added, which 
is not only a Note of che Cafe, but fignifies the /ubjtance 
of a thing produced. Thus Aben-Ezr4, “ The Senfe of 
“ chat leek Word M&, fays he, is both to fignife the ve- 
“ry fubjtance of athing, and to demonttrate che Opus ope- 
“ratum. R. Kimchi has the fame, fo R. Nachman, dedu- 
cing the Word MN from a Root that fignifies coming 
or proceeding, very appofitely to the fignification they all 

t upon it ~- as if he fhou'd fay, fays he, “In the be- 
‘ginning God Created the Calefial and Terresir:al Sub- 
“ trance --- Nor indeed cou'd that Sence be more plainly 
exprefs'd than Mojes has done it. 

We prove it further from the Expreffions of the fecond 
Ver. The WAY VAP —- which we render without Form 
and void. Now what is the fri Matter, it not that 
which is without Form ? and how wou'd Men have clear- 
er Words to defcribe it 2 But rerhaps they'll fay our 
Tranflation has not done the Or ‘ginal FZudiice -- perhaps 
fo too, but then ‘ris becaufe it doc! not or cannot come up 
10 the import of the Words. Tobu iadeecd aniwers exactly 
to the Jan of the Greeks, and Claes of cane Larins, which 
fignifies firf Afatzer, it any thing does: See Kimchi elle, 
who fayes upon the Word WW, chat it fignifes a Thing 
which has no Form nor Figure, but fo difpofed that it 
may receive any Figure or Form. The 70 have it -—~ 
eipales x) hxal-oxivases --- Terra erat invifibilis @& in- 
compofita —- not much unlike Ovid's —- rudis indige/saque 
moles. Aguila’s Verfion has it xévoua x sdby, empti- 
me/s and nothing, that’s sorhing form'd, only the vai Wil- 
derne{s of the firfs Matter ; and Th. xivey 6 s/tv not much 
unlike him. 

We have fti!l a furthe: 
ter in the next Expreffio 


the Firff Matter. 


Thirdly, This Truth may be alfo fairly inferred from 
Natural Reafon, at leaft, which is cantamoant, the ab- 
furdity of che contrary Opinion demonftrated. For thus 
we argue -- Either God Created Firft Matter out of no- 
thing, or ‘twas from Eternity ; if from Eternity there muft 
‘be swe Eternals, and fo two Gods: Befides, Eternity be- 
ing an infinite Perfe@tion, we can’t fee if we grant Maz- 


ter that, how we can deny it all others, all the Attri- 
ated with 


butes of what's actually Infinite, being recipre 
each other, and not diftinguifhable from their Effence 
At which rate we muft in the v 
Matter active, whereas ‘tis of itJelf a perfe 


not fo mueh as Analogical, tho’ are imtollerable Abfurdities, and yet as i¢ appears to ns, 


but not in Divinity, or rather, 


de‘cription of the fr Mat- 
--- Darkne|s was upon the Face 
of the Deep; which Nachman explains by --- Aguas pul- 
verulentas, five pulvere mixtas, erat enim confufio Elemen- 
torum ; Dufty Waters, or Waters mixt with Duft or 
Dirt, (which is Mad ) for, fays he, there was a Confu- 
fion of the Elements ---and where ever was that to be 
found, we mean before any Compofition made, unlets in 


firft place make 
c& Lump ; 
and infinitely ative coo, fince aétivity 1s a Perfection, 
and what's infinite muft af accordingly : But all thele 


unavoidable Confequences of this ridiculous Suppofition. 
Suppofing then, as was above hinted, that it fthou'd 
appear unaccountable co Reafon how fomething thou'd 
be made out of nothing, ‘tis yet as much, nay, far more 
fo, how there thou‘d be two Eternals, nay, two Inf- 
nites, and yet one divifible, and therefore finite. Two 
immusables, and yet one in perpetual Flux and Changes -~ 
fo that at belt thou‘d we believe Matter not Created, ‘tis 
but by avoiding one <Abfurdiry to plunge into another 
vaftly more deep than the former. 

But we believe we can prove there is no Abfurdiry 
at al] in our Notion of the Creation of Subffance. Inf- 
nite Power we own is requir‘d cto perform it, which 
can do Whatever involves no Contradiction, and here is 
pone. It‘s true, the Common Maxim --- Ex nihilo »; i 
fit --- of Nothing, nothing comes ; holds in Philofopby. 
not t@ fet cthele two 
good Friends at odds, it holds in the prefent Courje 
of things, or Syftem of Nature, ard Order of the Uni- 
verte --- but this it might not do before, all our Noti- 
ons being fitted to prefent tinite and temporal chines, 
and thoje which we borrow or fetch before or beyond 
the World, as erernal, irfinite, 8c. muft needs be as our 
Knowledge is, very confufed and imperfect. They urge 
here in vain a Contradiction upon us~- All Ads, iay 
they, muft serminate upon fomething --- Creation is an 
Ag, therefore it can‘t terminate upon nothing, there- 
fore it can‘t be the making of a thing out of nothing. To 
this we might Anfwer according to what was juft ad- 
vane‘d, that the Rules of our Logick are too fhort to 
reach eternals and infinites --- that this Limitation may 
be true of all lower A@tion, but not of this infinite Aé 
of Creation But we need not run to this fhelrer -~ 
We may allow their Maxim,--- All A&s bave fomewhat 
to terminate on--- 10 has this ot Creation, it has the Thing 
it felf Created, it has this firff Matter. Creation is un- 
doubtedly an inftantaneous .4@, ( if all others be‘nt fo 
alio ). now the A# here makes the Objef, nor is one a 
moment before the other --- No Creation, no A@ ; as joon 
as there is an Act, there is a thing Created co termi- 
nate it, even in the very Inftant of the Aét, and no 
A& certainly needs any thing to terminate on before 
it is. And let thefe things ferve, wherein we have 
a more large than ordinary upon this Noble Que- 

ion. 


Q% The Genleman that fays he fene us fome Que- 
{tions about Jegetables, is defir‘d to fend ‘em a- 
gain, for we cannot find the receipt ot any fuch 
amongit all our Papers. 


That great Queftion concerning the Milennium, and Fr 
fephus, &c. will fpeedily be Anfwer‘d. 


-_-~-- -- 


Advertifements. 


. De la Crofe bas been & Honeft to declare that be stterly dilep- 
44 proves bis Booksellers late Advertilement, and that be woxld net 
fuffer it im thofe Copies that were for his own Ufe --- And the Trxte 
is, the Kind Reception our Firft and Sccond Sapplements bsve ** 
with from the Learned World, [uperfedes many things that we might 
fay te recommend ‘em. As 10 our Third Supplement, ( which wu! 
foon be im the Prefs ) the Account we fhall give Weekly of thoje Books 
shat foall compofe st, yall fufficientiy veeommend it 10 all Ingenwus 
Per pus. 

Bus finding that to infert abftrafts of Books in eur Saturdayes 
Mercury takes up too much room, and that firgle Sheets are gene- 
rally loft, for elfe we bad publifh: Weeklyin balf a Sheet, a Supple 
ment te eur Athenian Mercury, ( which fhou‘d have contained om- 
ly Abftralts of Books ) but finding this Method wox'd be more (nar 
gable and lef Serviceable to eur Readers than our fermer,we fbal! infea 
thereof every Saturday only Print the Titles ef thoje Books we & 
Sign for our next Supplement, that fo oxr Querifis may mot buy tH 
feme Extre&ts twice, and be fully fasisfyed they hall fied in exr Sap- 
plememss all the Valuable Books printed --- We defign NOW 10 Print 
cxr Supplemenis in a fomaller Lester, and enlarge our Number © 
Sheets, rather than omit any New-picce Printed in England er ¢j¢* 
where: And what is wanting at ony time in one Supplement, 
be added in the next. 

That Alphabetical Table we have promis‘d atthe end of every Te fs 
foal nor only comrain the Consents of oxr Weekly Mercuries, bus ai 6 
the Anthors Names, Titles, end Proprietors of all thofe Books we ™ 
Sert in our feveral Supplements, that jo all Per fons may (ew winihe 
so fend fer them. 


——eent 
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